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1 Guidelines for user access to a Molecular/Medical Imaging Euro-BioImaging 
(EuBI) Node Candidate 

1.1 General outline of the project schedule 

 

1. The user interested to conduct a project at a Molecular/Medical Imaging EuBI Node 
Candidate can learn about the respective facilities on the EuBI web access portal. It is 
strongly recommended that the user contacts informally the Node Candidate of 
interest to enquire about the feasibility to conduct the project in this place, to explore the 

possibilities also for scientific support, to evaluate any ethical issue related to the 
proposed research work and to estimate together the approximate user access costs and 
the amount charged to the user. 

2. For entering the formal procedure to apply for access, the user submits a concise 
application via the online EuBI web access portal to the EuBI Hub. The application can 
include the specific request for accessing a pre-identified Node Candidate.  

3. In a first step, the user application is then scientifically evaluated by an independent 
board of senior scientists representing a broad scope of scientific disciplines and imaging 
technologies offered by EuBI.  

4. After positive evaluation the user application is then forwarded to the Node Candidate for 
technical evaluation and feasibility check. The Node Candidate might contact the 
applicant to clarify potentially unclear issues. If the Node Candidate approves the 
application in this second step, the user is invited to visit this EuBI Node Candidate and 
conduct the project work.  

5. Specific issues related to the project (scientific and technical operative details, costs and 
ethic/legal issues, if any, data anonymization and data transfer details if necessary) will 
be agreed directly between the user and the Node before the access takes place. 

6. Due to space and personnel constraints each Node Candidate defines the number of 
external visitors who can be accepted for user access in a given period of time. The EuBI 
Node Candidate makes every effort to host the scientist as soon as possible after 
application to maintain scientific competitiveness. 

7. The logistics of the visit (e.g. accommodation, travel, shipment of reagents) should be 
arranged in communication with facility staff of the Node Candidate. 

8. The Node candidate is committed to provide the user with technical and scientific support 
during his/her stay, and to foster interactions between the Node Candidate’s scientific 
environment and the user, in order to ensure project success. 

9. After completion, the user will be asked to provide standardized feedback on various 
issues of his/her stay.  

10. In the post visit period the scientist will inform the EuBI Hub when the results obtained at 
the EuBI Node Candidate are published in scientific journal(s) with appropriate 
mentioning of the support provided by the Molecular/Medical Imaging EuBI Node 
Candidate in the acknowledgement section of the article. Such outputs will be recorded in 
EuBI annual reports. 
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1.2 Application Guidelines  

 
The user will send the brief application for access via a standardized template on the EuBI 
Web Access Portal. The application includes the following items: 
 
1. A short CV of the applicant. 
2. A short scientific project description containing the following information: 

 Project title 

 Scientific background of the project 

 Description of work proposed to be conducted at the EuBI Node Candidate 
(image data-acquisition and/or image data analysis) 

 Detailed experimental plan 

 Required techniques (or techniques combination) 

 Importance of the project for the overall research of the scientist  

 Expected results 
 

3. Further information requested: 

 Equipment/technology and additional services (e.g. cellular/animal models, 
specific contrast agents/tracers, use of chemical and/or biological labs, data-
acquisition in volunteers, healthy participants, patients, data-analysis, data 
storage, support personnel etc.) that are envisaged to be used 

 Consent to cover part of the access costs, which will be charged to the 
application’s institution. This amount will be negotiated with the EuBI Node 
Candidate granting access, after the full technical details of the project are 
defined and agreed 

 Previous experience of the applicant in imaging acquisition and analysis 
techniques (in particular the ones that he/she intends to use at the EuBI Node 
Candidate) 

 Chemical/Biological hazards associated with the project  

 Agreement to acknowledge the EuBI Node Candidate in publications resulting 
from data obtained during the visit 

 In case the applicant is not a principal investigator: approval of the scientist’s 
PI supporting the visit to the EuBI Node Candidate 

 

1.3 Evaluation Guidelines 

 
The project application will be evaluated independently by scientific experts according to the 
following criteria: 
 
1. Scientific excellence 
 

 Significance/importance of the project in the context of international research and 
standards in the field 

 Relevance/contribution of the project to the scientist’s overall scientific work/interests  

 Progress beyond state-of-the-art 

 Relevance of the project’s results for inclusion in future scientific publications  

 Scientific quality of the research and study concept 

 Benefit for applicant (e.g. training received, results obtained, scientific networking 
started, being able to apply for his/her own grant) 

 Impact of project on field of science, economy and society 
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2. Feasibility of the project 
 

 Feasibility of the project to be successfully conducted at the EuBI Node Candidate 
 Availability of required technologies and expertise at the EuBI Node Candidate 

 Availability of possible required supporting laboratory or animal facilities for the 
project 

 Technical ability of the applicant to conduct the planned experiments, or the 
possibility to acquire the required skills in the time frame of the proposed project 

 Reasonable estimation of project duration, and availability of the EuBI Node 
Candidate during the proposed time frame 

 Reasonable estimation of project costs and coverage by the scientist 

 Necessity to conduct the research at the requested EuBI Node Candidate (or could 
the applicant conduct the work at another EuBI Node Candidate that would be closer 
to his/her home laboratory, or that would be more qualified for the specified 
application) 

 

 If any of the questions above are evaluated as not feasible or insufficient, the 
application will be rejected. 
 

1.4  User survey after access to Node Candidate is completed 

 

After access completion, the user is asked to report on the visit, the impact the results have 
on his/her future work, the quality of the scientific, technical and logistic support from EuBI 
Node Candidate and the respective research institution. The survey will be provided online 
by the EuBI Hub. 
 
 

 Type of instruments and services used 

 Satisfaction concerning given advice and information on usage of most appropriate 
imaging instrument(s) / services 

 Satisfaction concerning logistic support at the facility (office space, computing, 
libraries, accommodation) 

 Satisfaction concerning technical support to make best use of the imaging 
instrument(s) and other facilities 

 Satisfaction concerning training (if received) in imaging technology 

 Satisfaction concerning scientific support to set up the experiments and interpretation 
of results 

 Rating of scientific impact of imaging infrastructure usage on the project 

 Satisfaction concerning administrative support 
 

 In the future: List of publication(s) containing project results based on using Molecular 
Imaging EuBI Node Candidate instrument(s)  

 


